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Tropics; at a distance, to the casual observer, her trade
throve and prospered, but, below, it rested on the absolute
misery of thousands of her inhabitants, It is not requisite
here to rewrite this saddening page of our history, to recite
once more in detail ' the crimes committed in thy name, O
liberty!' They stand recorded in parliamentary reports ;
they provoked the scorn and indignation of Byron, and,
moved by them, England's gicatcst poetess wrote her finest
lyric"1 These words should be taken to heart by the
critics of Japan who say that Christianity is the only
antidote for commercial greed, for, as a rule, the owners of
the British mills had the reputation of being good Christians,
and in many cases were pillars of the churches. That the
restraining influence of Christianity is not much greater at
the present day than it was at the beginning of last century
is evident from an examination of the conditions of
labour in Indian mills, many of which are under Christian
management, and all are under a Government which calls
itself Christian.

Japan is face to face with the same economic and social
problems as the other industrial countries of the world, and
it will be interesting to note how far the Britain of the East
takes advantage of the lessons to be learned from the
experience of the Britain of the West

1 Professor Nicholson, The Effects of Machinery in Wages^ p, 47.